ever, demonstrating a relationship with events of any nature. Without such justifications, the publication of supplements was halted and resumed in 1984, always connected with a given scientific event. Examples that can be cited include symposia in homage to Carlos Chagas, Hugo de Souza Lopes, and Lauro Travassos and symposia on malaria, immunomodulators, insects, pests and vectors, pharmacology and natural products, extracellular matrix, eosinophilia, nitric oxide, paleoparasitology and paleopathology, among others. Furthermore, there were the supplements that reproduced the annual meetings on basic research relating to Chagas disease, from 1986 to 2000, and the international symposia on schistosomiasis, of which the tenth was published this year.
Whereas initially Memórias exclusively published studies originating from the Institute, in 1956 the adverb "exclusively" was replaced by "principally". In 1959 it was made explicit that the journal was destined for publication of original research produced by members of the Institute's scientific staff, which exceptionally could include collaboration by authors from outside the Institute.
In 1980, now in its modern phase, Memórias started to publish studies from other national and foreign institutions, under the condition that these should be original, of a good level and be guided by the journal's publication standards.
It was at this time that the journal came to have the figure of the Editor, since up to that point this role had been performed in different manners: from 1909 to 1959, all the indications are that it had a director; from 1959 to 1964 it had an editor-secretary for publications; from 1965 to 1975 there was an editorial committee composed of two to five researchers; in 1976 the position became one of "editorial consultancy"; in 1980 the title of editor emerged, which until 1985 was a function of the Director of the Institute, who started to have the collaboration of an Editorial Board; and from 1986 onwards, the position of editor started to be occupied by an independent researcher, a policy that has continued until today.
I had the honor of becoming the first official Editor of Memórias do Instituto Oswaldo Cruz, when in January 1980, as the Director of our Institute, I took on this position cumulatively, so that we could resurrect the journal, which had not been published for three years (1977) (1978) (1979) . In April 1989, Dr Eloi de Souza Garcia took over the position of Editor and implemented an important step for the journal by publishing it in English from 1986 onwards, and having it indexed in Institute for Scientific Information from 1990 onwards. From July 1993 to July 2001, Dr Hooman Momem, took over the position of Editor and definitively modernized the journal and increased its activity to eight regular issues per year and two supplements. The journal was placed online from 1997 onwards, and its impact factor started to rise from that time onwards, as can be seen in the Upon concluding its 101st volume now, in December 2006, I will be leaving Memórias at its apogee, with a rising impact factor, with an average of 540,000 accesses to its web site per month, according to Bioline International, with recognized prestige within the national and international scientific community and, finally, with all its issues from 1909 to 2006 digitized and online, which will give the journal total visibility.
